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Friday 17th July 2026  
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
We have finally made it to the end of this 
academic year, and it has ended with so 
much to celebrate. Our final Character and 
Achievement assemblies and winning 
House Team celebration event – well 
done to Brandwood for accumulating 3285 
and winning overall but it was a very close 
result with all House Teams performing 
extremely well! As reflected in their end of 
year reports, our children have worked so 
hard this year, taken part in so many wider 
enrichment activities and fully participated 
in all aspects of school life. We are looking 
forward to seeing them continue to grow 
and develop their talents and skills next 
academic year.  
 
Thank you for your kind donations so far 
for our outdoor play activities at 
lunchtimes. We have managed to get 
some dress up clothes from Rubery Swop 
Shop and will be donating all the lost 
property and school uniform if not claimed 
by the end of today. Please ensure that all 
your child’s belongings and uniform are 
labelled ready for a fresh start in 
September to avoid the amount of lost 
property accrued.  
 
The children who attended the Youth 
Proms on Wednesday sparkled brightly 
and performed brilliantly as always. Thank 
you to Mrs Pickering, Mrs Preston and Mrs 
Kulczycki for their support with the event.  
. 
The Attwell Farm Park visit for Reception 
and KS1 went extremely well on 
Thursday. I hope they all enjoyed learning 
first-hand about farm animals and being 
able to touch and handle them.  

 
On behalf of all the staff at Woodthorpe, I 
wish our amazing Year 6 children the 
very best of luck in their new secondary 
schools and thank them for all they have 
contributed over the years. I hope they 
enjoyed their Graduation on Thursday and 
thank you to their families who came to 
make this event even more special for 

them.  As always, it has been a 
privilege to watch them grow 
up into wonderful young 
people. Raqd has written a beautiful poem 
which she performed at the Y6 Graduation 
and typed up for this newsletter. No words 
could say it better. 
 
A massive Thank You to Woodthorpe 
Friends for all their hard work and giving 
up their own valuable time to support us 
this year, raising funds for Woodthorpe 
which has provided us with essential and 
enrichment resources to support the 
children’s learning and development. 
Thank you also for the Year 6 Leavers 
Hoodies and organising their trip to Air 
Hop on Monday. If you would like to 
volunteer and give any of your time to 
support Woodthorpe Friends next 
academic year, please contact Karen 
Gaze or Ruth Tracey. An extra thank you 
for our special ice lolly treats today- these 
were very welcomed by all on another 
very warm day! 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to give 
a special thank you and good luck to 
Ms Lodge for the dedication and 
commitment she has shown to our school 
and the children over the past 9 years. We 
will miss her dearly but wish her every 
happiness and success in her new 
assistant headship role. We also say 
farewell and thank you to Mrs Kean. As 
class teacher and Science subject leader 
she has helped our school achieve so 
much and wish her every success in her 
future. Good luck and congratulations 
to Mrs Saghir as she will be taking her 
maternity leave today for the birth of her 
baby boy in August. We can’t wait to meet 
him! We are looking forward to welcoming 
Ms Sloman (Y6) and Ms Palmer-Lynch 
(Y5) to our staff team in September. The 
children have really enjoyed meeting them 
this week. 
 
Finally, we all wish you all a fabulous 
summer break and see you when school 
reopens for 2026-2027 on Thursday 3rd 
September.   
Ms McGrath 
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Pupils of the Week 
 
Rec:   Oscar S – Great work and attitude 
in both maths and English. 
 
Y1:   Matilda – A mature, sensible and 
hard-working girl, who has thrived across 
all areas of Y1 curriculum and is a 
wonderful role model to others. 
 
Y2:  William – For being a great team 
player during sports day. 
 
Y3:   Amara – For being an excellent role 
model. 
 
Y4:  Cody – Awesome school spirit even 
in hot weather. 
. 
Y6:   Tiwa – For showing excellent 
resilience in swimming-achieving his 10m 
 

 

House Points Weekly Leaderboard  

Brandwood – 468 
Jasmin – 461 

Highbury – 440 
Dawberry – 433 

Well done to Brandwood for winning this 
half term. 

 

Congratulations to Brandwood for 

winning overall this year with a whopping 
3285 house points! 

 

Attendance & Punctuality   
w/c 06.07.26 

      
Year Group 

Present 
marks 

(%) 

No of 
Lates 

Reception 93.5 0 

Year 1 96.7 6 
Year 2 93.2 5 
Year 3 96.3 4 

Year 4 96.0 2 
Year 5 93.9 15 
Year 6 94.5 2 

Average % / 
Total Lates 

94.9 34 

 
Notices, Updates and 
Reminders 
End of Year Pupil Reports 
If an additional copy is required for a 
parent/ guardian not residing in the family 
home, please submit your request via 
email to 
enquiry@woodthorpe.drbignitemat.org 
Department for Education: Great 
British Summer Savings Scheme  
Rising prices can make life's little treats 
harder to afford, especially during the 
school holidays when costs build up for 
families. This Government is determined 
to help, and that is why last month the 
Chancellor announced the Great British 
Summer Savings scheme. 
 
From 25 June to 1 September 2026, the 
Government is temporarily cutting VAT 
from 20% to 5% on children's meals in 
restaurants, children and family tickets to 
cinemas, theatres, concerts and 
exhibitions, and admission to a wide range 
of attractions. Combined with free bus 
travel during August for children aged 5 to 
15 in England, families and young people 
will be able to enjoy experiences that 
make summer special, including visits to 
the kinds of cultural and educational 
attractions that enrich children's lives 
outside the classroom. 
 
As part of this campaign, we have 
launched an attraction finder website 
which allows families to type in their 
postcode and find participating venues 
near them to make the most of summer 
savings. To use the attraction finder, 
please visit https://summersavings.gov.uk. 
 
RT HON BRIDGET PHILLIPSON MP 
Secretary of State for Education  
And RT HON RACHEL REEVES MP 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
 
Birmingham City Council Safety 
Message for Parents and Carers - 
Based on patterns seen in previous years, 
Birmingham City Centre can experience 
an increase in the number of young 
people travelling into the city on the last 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.service.education.gov.uk%2F0BBC8518567C8C66BD558DA935451A50150EBE3F23E605BD2D3A380A57117D8E%2FD0C39AD8659CD99005BC6216294DAC1F%2FLE35&data=05%7C02%7Clmcgrath%40woodthorpe.drbignitemat.org%7C6ab5be5a720342a41b8b08dede66ec8f%7C1a970741c0da436893693ba2f5922acb%7C0%7C0%7C639192730887577625%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ELMOYVQoetqkAZJ6ihihIrjj%2B85dEQsLj6EuuiFkdmY%3D&reserved=0
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day of term. While many young 

people gather responsibly to celebrate the 
end of the academic year, larger groups 
can sometimes result in increased anti-
social behaviour, safeguarding concerns, 
and pressure on public spaces and 
transport networks.  
Parents and carers are encouraged to 
discuss end-of-term plans with their 
children and to consider whether travel 
into Birmingham City Centre is necessary. 
Knowing where young people are, who 
they are spending time with, and how they 
intend to travel home can help keep them 
safe and reduce the risk of them becoming 
vulnerable. Our collective aim is to ensure 
that all young people can enjoy the end of 
the school year safely and return home 
without incident. Thank you for your 
continued support in helping us keep 
Birmingham's children and young people 
safe.   
 
Free School Meal Eligibility 
From 1st September 2026, if you are in 
receipt of Universal Credit your child/ren 
will be eligible to receive a free school 
meal.  If you have already completed our 
FSM checking form, when your child 
started with us, you do not need to do 
anything as you and  
school will be notified automatically of your 
child’s entitlement. 
 If you did not complete a FSM eligibility 
checking form on your child’s  
admission, please come to the office to 
collect one to complete so we can check 
your entitlement. 
Thank you – School Office Team 
 
The Big Future 
Please take a few minutes to support your 
child in completing their survey here: 
http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/t
hebigfuture. 
The Children’s Commissioner wants to 
hear from children aged 0–18 from every 
background, in every part of the country, 
and your support will help make that 
possible. It asks about the things they 
enjoy, the challenges they face, the 
changes they want to see in their 
communities, and what they think a good 
childhood should look like today. 

The Big Future | Children's 
Commissioner for England 
 
School Uniform - Price & Buckland 
With the half term break nearly upon us 
this is an initial reminder to ask parents to 
place uniform orders online in time for the 
new academic year. Please ensure the 
following: 

1.The correct ordering link is: 
https://price-
buckland.co.uk/woodth 

1. Please note an update on delivery 
charges: the correct home delivery 
cost is £4.50 via Royal Mail. We 
also offer free delivery on orders 
over £65 and Klarna on orders 
over £75. 

2. Orders should be placed before 
the cut-off date of 1st August. 

 
Arbor App 
If you are not receiving notifications, 
please check you Arbor App settings & 
ensure you have selected - allow 
notifications & for the app to be running in 
the background, to receive real-time 
notifications.  
 
Meal Information  
Please could we ask that all meals are 
paid for promptly & in advance, where 
required, via Arbor App – Payment 
Section – Meal Account. Please continue 
to report any discrepancies to the school 
office.  If your child requires a school meal 
(instead of providing packed lunch from 
home) as a one-off emergency, please let 
the school office know at the beginning of 
the day or as soon as possible. A 
reminder that you do not need to select 
your child’s meal preference or order your 
child’s meal, as this is generated 
automatically from your child’s ‘Meal 
Pattern’.  Any changes of meal patterns, 
should be made at the end of a half term 
but if there are any issues mid-term, 
please let us know. Many thanks – School 
Office Team 
 

 
National Magazine – All 
About Family Magazine 

 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk%2Fthebigfuture&data=05%7C02%7Clmcgrath%40woodthorpe.drbignitemat.org%7Ca14996e0d0cc4024906608deb6518d66%7C1a970741c0da436893693ba2f5922acb%7C0%7C0%7C639148658570867774%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qQZ%2Bl4%2Bq1SXH3H%2FntzBW%2B%2FgiqGy8GuNz0i6oSGaVA9w%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk%2Fthebigfuture&data=05%7C02%7Clmcgrath%40woodthorpe.drbignitemat.org%7Ca14996e0d0cc4024906608deb6518d66%7C1a970741c0da436893693ba2f5922acb%7C0%7C0%7C639148658570867774%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qQZ%2Bl4%2Bq1SXH3H%2FntzBW%2B%2FgiqGy8GuNz0i6oSGaVA9w%3D&reserved=0
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/the-big-future/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/the-big-future/
https://price-buckland.co.uk/woodth
https://price-buckland.co.uk/woodth
https://allabout-family.co.uk/national-magazine/
https://allabout-family.co.uk/national-magazine/
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Diary for the Week  
 
Thursday 3rd September 
All children return 
 
8.30 – 8.45 am The Daily Mile – All 
welcome 
 
Friday 4th  
Wheelchair basketball – all classes 
 
Key diary dates: 
 
 Staff Training Days 2026-2027 

• Tuesday 1st September 

• Wednesday 2nd September 

• Monday 2nd November 

• Monday 4th January  

• Thursday 6th May (polling day) 

• Friday 28th May 
 

Raqd’s Poem 

The Last Bell 

We walked in as children, 
With backpacks full of dreams, 
Not knowing how quickly life would 
change its scene. 
 
The classroom held our laughter, 
The playground kept our cheers, 
And every little memory,  
Became part of our years. 
 
Miss Lodge stood behind us, 
With patience, care and grace, 
Believing we were capable,  
Even when we lost our place. 
 
She taught us more than lessons, 
Found in books upon a shelf, 
She showed us how to keep on trying, 
And how to trust ourselves. 
 
We grew with every season, 
From nervous to brave,  
Building, making memories, 
The kind we’ll always save. 
 
Some people drift together, 

Some quietly apart, 
But every smile, and every 
goodbye, 
Leaves footprints on the heart. 
 
Now the final bell is ringing, 
And these halls will fade from view, 
Yet a piece of Year 6, 
Will stay with all we do. 
 
We’ll miss the inside joke, 
The stories, the little everyday things, 
The moments that felt ordinary, 
But gave our spirits wings. 
So, here’s to Miss Lodge, 
And everyone we’ve known, 
Though we’re leaving Year 6 behind, 
We’ll never leave it alone. 
 
Because the hardest part of growing, 
Is not the path ahead- 
It’s saying goodbye, 
To the chapter we’ve just read. 
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  Friday 17th July 2026 

Thank You Ms Lodge! 

I would like to take this opportunity to 

thank Ms Lodge for all her hard work 

and dedication when it comes to 

Physical Education, School Sport and 

Physical Activity (PESSPA) over the 

last 8/9 years. The growth of this 

(Health & Wellbeing) newsletter over 

recent years is a huge strength of the 

school – and will continue to be – but 

this wouldn’t have been possible 

without Ms Lodge’s commitment. On 

behalf of everyone at the school, thank 

you.  

Mr Trevor 

Clubs and Activities 

 

Position Year 
Group 

Distance 
Travelled 

1st
 Year 2 428 

2nd
 Year 4 325 

3rd
 Year 1 215 

4th
 Year 6 198 

5th
 Reception 192 

6th
 Year 3 146 

7th
 Year 5 140 

  1643 miles 

What a year we’ve had with The Daily Mile 

this year! Since September 2025 the 

children have travelled a total distance of 

1643 miles! A wonderful achievement. 

Year 2 topped the charts in distance 

travelled, with an impressive 428 miles 

clocked this academic year! Thank you for 

all of your support throughout the year. 

Don’t forget that it takes place every 

Monday and Thursday morning at 08:30.  

Please note Wake-up Shake-up will be on 
Wednesdays for all year groups. 
 

After-School Sports Clubs – Autumn 
Term 1 

After-school sports clubs will return from 
Monday 14th September 2026, more details 
will follow in early September. Bookings will 
be made using Arbor.  

 

Cricket Sessions with Warwickshire  

Cricket sessions went ahead on Monday 

and were led by Oscar from Warwickshire 

Cricket. All classes took part and had a 

fantastic time practising their throwing, 

catching and batting skills. The children 

thoroughly enjoyed the sessions and 

showed great enthusiasm throughout. 

 

Y5 Bikeability  

Year 5 participated in Bikeability this week 

with BikeRight. Throughout the 

programme, the children developed their 

cycling skills and confidence. They either 

learnt to ride a bike for the first time or 

successfully passed their Level 1 or Level 

2 Bikeability award. We are incredibly 

proud of their determination in the heat. 

Well done, cyclists! 

 

 

 

Y5/6 Padel @ Connect Padel 

Our padel programme concluded this week 

with all 8 children from years 5/6 heading 

over to Connect Padel for one final time this 



      Woodthorpe Junior and Infant School 
Health and Wellbeing Newsletter 

 

   

 

year. The children took part in a mini 

tournament and even let Ms Lodge and Mr 

Trevor play too! (They put us through our 

paces!) Congratulations to Ernest and 

Raqd who were the doubles champions! All 

children involved have thoroughly enjoyed 

this opportunity and made super progress. 

 

 

 

Year 5/6 Red Ridge Residential 

Thank you to those families who have paid 

their non-refundable deposits for the 

forthcoming residential. Final numbers 

have been sent across to Red Ridge. The 

payment plan will continue to run over the 

summer break.  

 

European Athletics Championships – 

Alexander Stadium – 10/09/2026 

We hope that those families who applied 

for FREE tickets to the athletics next month 

have a wonderful time. We look forward to 

hearing all about it when we see you in 

September.  

 
Aston Villa Foundation Curriculum 

Support 
 

The Aston Villa Foundation have now 
completed their recent project based on 
‘inclusion’ and ‘pupil voice’. The school will 
be using the findings when planning for the 
2026/27 academic year in September. 
Many thanks to those children involved.  

 

 
Unity 5km Run  

The Unity 5K is a mass participation run 
through the heart of Birmingham, taking 
place on Sunday 16 August 2026, the final 
day of the European Athletics 
Championships. Thousands of runners will 
take on a 5K route through the city centre, 
using the same roads as the 
championship marathon earlier that day. 
  
It is a rare chance to run through 
Birmingham city centre on a closed-road 
championship route and cross the line with 
a proper medal moment of your own. The 
race starts on Broad Street and finishes in 
Victoria Square. 
  
Alongside the 5K, a 1K fun run is available 
for ages three and up. Children aged 12 
and under can enter the 1K for free and 
receive a free adult companion bib for 
someone aged 18 or over to run with 
them. Follow this link:  Unity 5K 

 

 

Pupil Voice / Woodthorpe in the 

Community 

“We did a range of different cricket games, 

and it was a fun way to get active.” 

 

Lucas M Y6 – Cricket Sessions 

 

“I really enjoyed it and I think it was a great 

opportunity to learn to key skill.” 

 

Jacob Y5- Bikeability 

 

“The best thing was doing the signals!”  

Fajr Y5 – Bikeability  

 

https://www.birmingham26.com/home/competitions/european-athletics-championships/unity5k
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“I did Padel with a few of my friends, some 

Y5s, Mr Trevor and Ms Lodge. We played 

different games but unfortunately me and 

Mr Trevor lost against Ms Lodge and 

Jacob.” 

 

Aminah Y6 – Padel 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 









              SOUTH BIRMINGHAM                 

SUMMER FOOTBALL CAMP 
AT: FOUR DWELLINGS ACADEMY 

DWELLINGS LANE, QUINTON, BIRMINGHAM, B32 1RJ 

 

HELD ON MONDAY 27TH TO FRIDAY 31ST JULY 2026, 10AM – 3PM  

FOR BOYS AND GIRLS AGED 4 – 14 

 

WE HAVE BEEN RUNNING OUR FOOTBALL CAMPS AND COURSES IN YOUR 

COMMUNITY FOR OVER 25 YEARS! 

 

Exciting news! We are running our annual Summer Camp on Monday 27th to Friday 31st 

July 2026.  
 

• The Camp is for 5 days from 10am-3pm, free drop off from 9:15am! Lunch is 

12.15pm-1pm, children must bring their own packed lunch and plenty of drinks. 
 

• The camp is held on 3G astroturf football pitches, therefore children may wear 

trainers or plastic moulded sole football boots. We also have the use of indoor 

facilities. 
 

• On Friday at 2.15pm we hold a presentation, whereby EACH CHILD WILL 

RECEIVE AN ENGRAVED TROPHY as well as many opportunities to win extra 

trophies, including the World Cup Tournament, penalty shoot out competition, 

skill point winners and player of the camp. 
 

• The camp is run by FA qualified coaches, who are DBS checked and are currently 

working with children in schools daily, enabling them to learn essential 

football techniques, building CONFIDENCE, improving FITNESS and 

providing the most important ingredient of all ‘FUN’! 

 

• The cost of the 5 day camp is £90 per child (There is a discounted rate of £60 for 

additional brothers and sisters). £25 daily rate. This will cover all coaching, 

referees, trophies and awards. 

 

• With a high response expected and limited places available, bookings will be 

confirmed on a first come, first served basis. 
 

There will be consent forms to complete on arrival and payment 

should be made on the first morning of the camp. 
 

Mark Frith (course co-ordinator)                         www.soccercoachinguk.co.uk 

               TO RESERVE SUMMER CAMP PLACES  

                                PLEASE TEXT: 

FOUR DWELLINGS SUMMER CAMP + CHILD’S FULL NAME + AGE 

         and receive confirmation by text to:- 

07827 322 780 

http://www.soccercoachinguk.co.uk/




FROM 12PM
SUNDAY 9  AUGUST 2026TH

More Details

to follow

sports & community sports & community 

O P E N  D A YO P E N  D A Y
Discover sport, community and family fun at the Irish Centre 

FREE ENTRY • EVERYONE WELCOME

www.irishcentrebirmingham.co.uk



CONNACHT BARCONNACHT BARCONNACHT BARCONNACHT BAR
Live music every weekend
All food & drink served in bar
Sky Sports & GAA shown

Perfect for Weddings, Parties and Celebrations

LEINSTER SUITELEINSTER SUITELEINSTER SUITELEINSTER SUITE
Events, Functions & Private Hire

events@pairchousehotel.com

MUNSTER SPORTSMUNSTER SPORTSMUNSTER SPORTSMUNSTER SPORTS
Home to St Brendan’s GAA
4G All-weather pitch

sports@pairchousehotel.com
www.pitchbooking.com

ULSTER SUITEULSTER SUITEULSTER SUITEULSTER SUITE
Dedicated Dance Studio
Classes and private bookings available
events@pairchousehotel.com

PAT BENSON BOXINGPAT BENSON BOXINGPAT BENSON BOXING
ACADEMYACADEMYACADEMY
PAT BENSON BOXING
ACADEMY
On-site training facility
Open to members and guests
0121 472 3490 info@pbba.co.uk

BIRMINGHAM IRISHBIRMINGHAM IRISHBIRMINGHAM IRISH
ASSOCIATIONASSOCIATIONASSOCIATION
BIRMINGHAM IRISH
ASSOCIATION
Leading charity providing support and
cultural services to the Irish community.

info@birish.org.uk0121 604 6111

0121 622 2314

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=c54c350062974edb940050c7fe202125959dda6728977e726201e89610e20fa3JmltdHM9MTc4MjM0NTYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=3fe6826c-e166-6bc0-13f7-9560e0026a8b&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmluZy5jb20vYWxpbmsvbGluaz91cmw9aHR0cHMlM2ElMmYlMmZ3d3cuYmlyaXNoLm9yZy51ayUyZiZzb3VyY2U9c2VycC1sb2NhbCZoPW1DVFI0VnNBM2RjU2p4c3dpU2s5VTYlMmZDY1hGNmhqaWw3cTJrUFNpeFUwOCUzZCZwPWx3X21hZ3NtbHQmaWc9RTYxQ0E0QkVFMkE3NENFQzlEREU5N0YxMjNFQUI2QUQmeXBpZD1ZTjcxNkQ1NEI1OUE4NTcxMkQ&ntb=1
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