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Friday 20th March 2026  
Article of the month:  6 
School Value: Kindness 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
The Big Walk and Wheel launched 
this week and continues into next 
week. So many of our children walk, 
wheel, scoot or cycle to school each 

day. We hope to see even more taking 
part in more active travel to school during 
this event. Big Walk and Wheel 2026 
 
Thank you for coming to support our 
Scholastic Book Fair this week.  
It is lovely to see so many children excited 
to choose and read a book.  
 

Red Nose Day was a lot of fun in 
school today. Thank you to our 
wonderful School Council for planning a 
variety of sports activities that everyone 

took part in throughout the day. Red Nose 
Day | Comic Relief 
 
As we look ahead to the final week of the 
spring term, we have lots to look forward 
to including our House Celebration Event, 
Celebration of Character assembly and 
‘Wear a Hat Day’ on Friday 27th. Please 
see class blog sites for more information. 
 
Enjoy your weekend. Eid Mubarak to all 
our families celebrating. 
Ms McGrath 
 

Pupils of the Week 
 

Rec:   Penelope – For being kind, caring, 
helpful & having a good learning attitude. 
 
Y1:   Boden – For working hard and 
achieving great results in his recent 
assessments. 
 
Y2:  George – For great contribution to 
our learning and using amazing 
mathematical vocabulary. 
 
Y3:  Teddy – For having a super session 
in forest school – Well done! 

 
Y4:   Adalyn – Always working 
hard & communicating well 
with others. 
 
Y5:  Aila – For always working super 
hard & being a great role model. 
 
Y6:  Eshal-Zahra – Excellent work in 
History when learning about the Industrial 
Revolution. 
 

 
 

House Points Weekly Leaderboard 

Dawberry – 640 
Brandwood –  637  

Highbury – 588 
Jasmin – 562 

 
Attendance & Punctuality   

w/c 09.03.26 

Year Group Present 
marks (%) 

No of 
Lates 

Reception 93.8 0 

Year 1 95.6 11 

Year 2 97.7 3 

Year 3 95.3 1 

Year 4       96.0 1 

Year 5 95.0 7 

Year 6 97.7 2 

Average % / 
Total Lates 

95.9 25 

 

Notices, Updates and Reminders 
To support parents, please see the 

attached one-page guide “When 

Something Goes Wrong Online – A 

Simple Action Plan for Parents.” It is 

designed to help parents respond 

confidently if their child experiences 

something upsetting online, offering clear 

guidance on how to talk to their child 

about what has happened and how to 

report concerns through the appropriate 

channels. 

 
 
 

https://bigwalkandwheel.org.uk/
https://www.comicrelief.com/rednoseday/
https://www.comicrelief.com/rednoseday/
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Arbor App 
If you are not receiving Notifications, 
please check you Arbor App settings & 
ensure you have selected - allow 
notifications & for the app to be running in 
the background, to receive real-time 
notifications.  

 
Meal Information - Menu Week 1 
(attached)  
Your child’s weekly ‘Meal Pattern’ is 
required to be consistent up until the 
Easter holidays.  Please could we ask that 
all meals are paid for promptly, where 
required, via Arbor App – Payment 
Section – Meal Account.  Please continue 
to report any discrepancies to the school 
office.   

If your child requires a school meal 
(instead of providing packed lunch from 
home) as a one-off emergency, please let 
the school office know at the beginning of 
the day or as soon as possible. 

A reminder that you do not need to select 
your child’s meal preference or order your 
child’s meal, as this is generated 
automatically from your child’s ‘Meal 
Pattern’.  Any changes of meal patterns, 
please notify school office at the end of 
each half term.  
Thank you – School Office Team 

KS2 Fruit available to purchase in 
School Shop – 45p per item                                        
Daily Fruit for junior children is available 
from the School Shop on Arbor App. A 
selection of Apples/Oranges/Bananas will 

be available to purchase.   

School Fund Contributions                                
School fund contributions  kindly 
welcomed – via Arbor App.  
  
Youth Voice Survey 
There is a Youth Voice survey circulating 
(Brandwood Buzz research) for 11-19 year 
olds living in the Brandwood 
neighbourhoods of the Kings Heath area 
on the 35/11C/27 and 18 bus routes to get 
ideas and identify needs/gaps in provision 

for teenagers in the area and 
what opportunities they would 
like. If funding is secured, this 
might include employing detached youth 
workers (not attached to a single venue) 
with targeted outreach where it is needed 
and fund youth-specific work, skills and 
CV building opportunities, and customised 
mental health support in the local area. 
(see attached fliers) 
https://forms.gle/8MyPjYqSy3m2MZiG6 
 

Diary for the Week 
Big Walk and Wheel 
Menu Week One - attached 
 

Monday 23rd March - Warwickshire 
Cricket to visit (Y1, Y2, Y3, Y4) 
 
8.30 – 8.45 am The Daily Mile 
 
Guitar lessons 
 
3.15 – 4.15 pm Rec/Y1/Y2 Fundamental 
Skills & Movement (Inspired Sports – 
Richard Steadman) 
 
Tuesday 24th – 3.15 – 4 pm Choir  
 
3.15 – 4.15 pm KS2 Football (Aston Villa 
Football Club) 
 
 
Wednesday 25th - 8.30 – 8.45 am Wake -
Up, Shake Up  
 
3.15 – 4.15 pm Y1 – Y6 Street Dance 
(Fusion Dance – Amy Morris) 
 
 
Thursday 26th -   
 
8.30 – 8.45 am The Daily Mile 
 
9.05 am Celebration of Character 
Assembly  
 
Brass and Keyboard Lessons 
 
3.15 – 4.15 pm KS2 Drama Club (Mrs 
Sheldon) 
 
 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2F8MyPjYqSy3m2MZiG6&data=05%7C02%7Cl.mcgrath%40woodthorpe-school.com%7Cc0624855909343070e0508de7f86f14a%7C1a970741c0da436893693ba2f5922acb%7C0%7C0%7C639088414806032269%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=W2oCufFmF%2BMRId3NaTAbAOirD%2FuT1AzOwKOBS3Xlmc4%3D&reserved=0
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3.15 – 4.15 pm KS2 Rugby (Moseley 
Rugby Club) 
 
3.15 – 4.15 pm KS2 Art & Design Club 
 
Friday 27th – Wear a Hat Day 
 
Rec/Y1/Y2 Multi-Sports (Premier 
Education) 
 
House Celebration Event 
 
3.15 pm Break up  
 
Remaining staff training days 2025-26: 

• Polling Day 7th May 

• Monday 20th July 
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Friday 20th March 2026 

Clubs and Activities 

 

Position Year 
Group 

Distance 
Travelled 

1st
 Year 2 18.27 

2nd
 Year 4 16.91 

3rd
 Year 3 9.36 

4th
 Reception 8.00 

5th Year 6 7.70 
6th Year 1 4.98 
7th

 Year 5 3.62 

  68.84 miles 

We had an impressive 57 active children 
this week, travelling a total distance of 
68.84 miles! Year 2 were once again our 
most active class this week – travelling a 
total distance of 18.27 miles! A great effort! 
Don’t forget that it takes place every 
Monday and Thursday morning at 08:30.  
Please note Wake-up Shake-up will be on 
Wednesdays for all year groups. 
 

 
Big Walk & Wheel 2026 

We have had an amazing start to this year’s 
Big Walk and Wheel! We are currently in 
31st place out of over 1000 schools 
nationally in the medium-sized primary 
category! 1653 journeys have been made 
so far.... Keep it up next week everyone! 
Don’t forget to try to travel to school actively 
where possible.  

 
 

Comic Relief 2026 
Many thanks to Mrs Sheldon, Ms Lodge 
and our School Council for running a 
superb ‘Mini Sports Day’ in support of 
Comic Relief! The Year 6 children were 
brilliant at supporting the younger classes 
throughout the day too.  
 

 
Personal Bests 

Our Year 6 BAs have been busy collecting 

scores this week for the new Personal Best 

challenge. The challenge is: How many 

L‑shaped hoop jumps can you complete 

in 45 seconds? This links directly to the 

children’s Power-Up assessments, giving 

them a chance to practise and build their 

skills. Well done to all the children who 

have taken part so far - let’s see if you can 

beat your score next week! 

 Power-Up Assessments 

Some classes completed their ‘Power-Up’ 

Assessments in PE this week. The children 

were assessed in stamina, strength, agility, 

and speed, taking part in activities such as 

sprints, step-ups, and burpees. All pupils 

have shown fantastic progress and should 

be very proud of their efforts. A few classes 

will complete their PE assessments next 

week. 

Villa Vision – Year 2 and Year 6 

A reminder that consent forms, whether 

given or not, need to be returned to school 

by Monday 23rd March at the latest please. 
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The screening will be taking place on 

Wednesday 25th. Thank you to those 

families who have already brought their 

forms in.  

Blackwell Adventure – Year 3/4 
Residential 

A reminder that the deadlines for the 
forthcoming residential visit to Blackwell 
are as follows: 
 
Payment 2 – 28/02/2026 
Payment 3 – 31/03/2026 
Payment 4 – 30/04/2026 

 

 
 

Great Birmingham Run 
A reminder that the deadline for 
expressions of interest for the upcoming 
Junior/Mini Great Birmingham Run is this 
Friday. The event itself if taking place on 
Saturday 2nd May 2026. Click here to 
request FREE places: The AJ Bell Junior & 
Mini Great Birmingham Run – Expression 
of Interest  – Fill out form 

For more information about the event, click 
here: AJ Bell Junior & Mini Great 
Birmingham Run | 2 May 2026 

Aston Villa Foundation Curriculum 
Support 

The Aston Villa Foundation started a 4-

week reading programme with some of our 

KS2 children this week. The programme 

aligns brilliantly with World Book Day, the 

feedback from both the staff and children 

involved has been fantastic!  

 

 
Lunchtime Sport Provision – Spring 

Term 2 
Tuesdays – Aston Villa Foundation  - 

Handball 
Wednesdays – Mr Trevor - Football  
Fridays – Premier Education – Four 

Square 
 
 

Woodthorpe in the Community 

 

Congratulations to Emily (Y6) for passing 

her Grade 1 piano exam with merit.  

Congratulations to Seth (Y6) for passing 

his Grade 2 tenor horn exam with merit.  

Pupil Voice 

“The Power-Up Assessments were really 

exciting, and everyone was trying to beat 

their old score. Lateral step ups were my 

favourite and I got a personal best in this.” 

Seth (Y6) Power-Up Assessments 

Dates for your diary 

Monday 23rd March- The Daily Mile 

Cricket Taster Sessions Y1-Y4 

Wednesday 25th March - Wake-up 

Shake-up 

Villa Vision (Y6 & Y2) 

Thursday 26th March – The Daily Mile  

 

 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=QQeXGtrAaEOTaTui9ZIqy57sUV8TjPNAlWvIuasLwslUQkFWQU5QTEpON1dLWDNXT0pTUDBGMlBYSy4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=QQeXGtrAaEOTaTui9ZIqy57sUV8TjPNAlWvIuasLwslUQkFWQU5QTEpON1dLWDNXT0pTUDBGMlBYSy4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=QQeXGtrAaEOTaTui9ZIqy57sUV8TjPNAlWvIuasLwslUQkFWQU5QTEpON1dLWDNXT0pTUDBGMlBYSy4u
https://www.greatrun.org/events/junior-mini-great-birmingham-run/
https://www.greatrun.org/events/junior-mini-great-birmingham-run/
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Walk Wheel Cycle Trust is a registered charity in the UK no. 326550 (England 
and Cymru), SC039263 (Scotland) and 20206824 (Republic of Ireland). 

www.walkwheelcycletrust.org.uk 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

We have some exciting news for you! We are taking part in Big Walk and 
Wheel, the UK’s largest inter-school cycling, walking, wheeling and scooting 
challenge. The challenge runs from 16 – 27 March 2026. It’s free to take part 
and we would love everyone to be involved. 

What do you need to do? 

 
Encourage your child(ren) to walk, use a wheelchair, scoot or cycle to school 
on as many days as possible during the event.  

 
Including everyone 

We want to make sure that everyone can get involved in Big Walk and Wheel. 

We know it may be more difficult for some pupils to take part than others. If 
you want to discuss more about your child(ren)’s specific needs, please 
contact Mr Trevor and we will make sure to look into how your child(ren) can 
take part. 

 

Why we are taking part 

Big Walk and Wheel is a great way to build physical activity in children’s daily 
routine which is important for their physical health and mental wellbeing.  

 

http://www.walkwheelcycletrust.org.uk/


 

  
Walk Wheel Cycle Trust is a registered charity in the UK no. 326550 (England 
and Cymru), SC039263 (Scotland) and 20206824 (Republic of Ireland). 

www.walkwheelcycletrust.org.uk 

 

Active school runs also help to reduce congestion and air pollution outside 
the school gate. A 2021 YouGov study showed nearly half of UK children worry 
about air pollution near their school. And that children thought active travel 
was the best away to bring down these pollution levels. 

Plus, there are some great prizes to be won every day if we get enough 
children taking part! 

Useful resources 

To help you prepare, Walk Wheel Cycle Trust has developed a handy Parent/ 

Caregiver page on the challenge website. It is packed with advice to help you 
have a hassle-free journey to school.  

For more information about the event go to www.bigwalkandwheel.org.uk.  

Enjoy the challenge! 

 

Best wishes 

 

Mr M Trevor 

Deputy Headteacher  

  

http://www.walkwheelcycletrust.org.uk/
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/news/2021/april/increase-in-children-s-concerns-over-air-pollution/
https://bigwalkandwheel.org.uk/parents-and-caregivers
https://bigwalkandwheel.org.uk/parents-and-caregivers
http://www.bigwalkandwheel.org.uk/


We’re taking part in the 
Big Walk and Wheel 

2026 challenge. 

Join in by walking, 
wheeling, scooting or 

cycling to school 
between 16 - 27 March. 

 Be active and feel more energised

 Help the environment by replacing a car journey

 Help us win some fantastic prizes 

www.BigWalkAndWheel.org.uk 

Headline sponsor: 

Walk Wheel Cycle Trust is a registered Charity in England and Wales (326550), Scotland (SC039263) and Republic of Ireland (20206824) 
© Walk Wheel Cycle Trust 2026 





 

 

 

 

Aston Villa Football Club 
Trinity Road 

Aston 
Birmingham 

B6 6HE 

 

 
Villa Vision Eye Health Initiative 

            

The Aston Villa Foundation’s Villa Vision Programme will be arriving at your child’s 

school in the coming weeks. This Parent Pack will help provide you with some further 

information regarding this initiative before our visit.   

 

Villa Vision has been designed to help raise awareness on the importance of eye 

health, and our mission is to promote good eyecare to those within our local 

community! This is achieved through fun and interactive workshops, a vision 

screening service, and for those requiring further investigation, a full eye test and 

free glasses where required.  

 

Please take a moment to read through the information enclosed to help learn more 

about this initiative and what we aim to deliver. It is also important that you read and 

understand the Vision Screening Consent Form enclosed before returning it. 

 

To help answer any further questions you may have, once you have read through 

the parent information booklet, please have a look at the Frequently Asked 

Questions (FAQs) overleaf which will explain a little more about our programme.  

 

Kindest regards, 

 

The Villa Vision Team  

  

Dear Parent/Guardian/Carer 

Important information enclosed 

Please read carefully 



 

 

  

Frequently Asked Questions 

 

What is Villa Vision and what do they do? 

Villa Vision is the Aston Villa Foundation’s eye health initiative, and the project is 

designed to help educate, inspire, and support local communities in addressing the 

importance of eye health. Good vision plays a vital role in every child’s development, 

so this programme aims to support local schools by ensuring children have the visual 

foundation to succeed.  

What will Villa Vision do at my child’s school? 

The Villa Vision team will begin by delivering an innovative and interactive classroom 

workshop, helping to bring alive the topic of eye health whilst inspiring children to 

think more about their eyes. This will involve using different pieces of equipment, for 

example VR headsets and 3D glasses. The classroom workshop will be followed by 

a vision screening check (subject to consent).  

What is vision screening? 

Vision screening is a simple way to assess a person’s vision, helping to determine 

whether their sight is at a good level. This is not a full eye test as it only involves 

reading some letters on a screen. No lenses or eye-testing equipment will be used 

during this check. Screening checks are supervised by the school’s teaching staff 

where possible.  

Is there a cost to this service to parents? 

The Villa Vision project is a funded initiative, meaning there is no charge to the parent 

for the delivery of the whole service, including the glasses. Schools are invited to 

offer a voluntary contribution to help the long-term sustainability of the programme.  

 

For any further information, please contact our Schools Coordinator at 

jena.theed@avfc.co.uk 

  





https://safetynet.skipseducational.org/









